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10 Things to Know about a Long-Term Target for Waterloo Region 

ClimateActionWR is currently consulting with stakeholders as part of its work toward setting a 

long-term greenhouse gas emissions reduction target for Waterloo Region. This document has 

been created to support stakeholder consultations held December 2017 to March 2018. The key 

points made here are covered in more detail in the longer companion document entitled Setting 

a long-term target: Full report for Phase 2 stakeholder consultations. 

 

1) We are proposing an emissions reduction target of 80% below our 2010 levels, to be 

reached by 2050. We are currently consulting with key stakeholders and committees of 

councils on this proposed target and plan to present a target to the councils of the three 

cities and the Region in April/May of 2018. 

2) Our community wants an ambitious target for 2050. Between July and November, we 

heard from more than 1800 people across Waterloo Region. When asked, 85% of people 

chose a 2050 target of 50% or more, and a majority of 53% chose a target of 70% or 

more. 

3) Other Ontario communities setting 2050 targets are choosing 80%. Communities like 

London, Durham, Peel, Hamilton, and Toronto have set 2050 targets, and all of them 

have chosen 80% as their reduction target. 

4) 80% fits both scientific consensus and provincial, federal, and international targets. 

The United Nations Environment Programme has found that global emissions must be 

net-zero by 2060-2080 to prevent global temperatures from rising more than 1.5 

degrees Celsius. The provincial government has an emissions reduction target of 80% 

below 1990 levels by 2050, and the federal government has recently consulted on the 

possibility of a similar target.  

5) Lower or higher targets are less appropriate. Two additional targets will be brought to 

councils for their consideration alongside the 80% target to serve as conservative and 

aggressive alternatives. A conservative target of 50% isn’t enough to do our share to 

limit global temperature increases, and would leave us aiming much lower than 

comparable Ontario communities. An aggressive target of 100% is likely impossible to 

achieve by 2050. As a result, these two targets are not recommended by 

ClimateActionWR. 

6) 2010 makes the most sense as a base year for Waterloo Region. Different communities 

use different base years for their targets, depending on what data they have available. 

From our first Climate Action Plan, our best data is from 2010 and reinventory data from 

2015.  A 2010 baseline captures the changes that were made in those first five years. 

Some communities are using other base years, like 1990, because they have data 

available from other years. That is not an option for Waterloo Region, since we do not 
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have data from 1990, and it is not possible to recover that information now. While we 

do not know how much Waterloo Region was emitting in 1990, we know that provincial 

emissions were very similar in 1990 and 2011, so we do not have reason to think that a 

2010 baseline would make our target significantly easier or harder to achieve. 

7) This target would be an absolute target. Like the target in our current plan, the 

proposed target would be based on reducing the overall amount of greenhouse gasses 

produced by our community. This means we would be working to lower our overall 

emissions, even while our population and economic activity grows. 

8) We are starting with a target, and we will then work to create plans to meet it. We call 

this a backcasting approach. Since we do not know how things might have changed or 

what technologies might be available in, for example, 2040, we are beginning with 

where we want to go, and will make a series of shorter-term plans to allow us to achieve 

that vision. 

9) Reaching an ambitious target will require significant change in Waterloo Region 

between now and 2050. Changes to our energy generation and use, such as those 

proposed in the draft Community Energy Investment Strategy, currently under 

consideration, will be a big part of achieving significant reductions by 2050. At the same 

time, we will need to make changes to local policies on things like transportation and 

land use planning to continue to support more efficient and healthy communities. 

Specific initiatives will be identified as part of the work to create our next community 

plan, after the long-term target has been approved. 

10) Reaching an ambitious target brings many potential benefits for our community. 

Lowering emissions comes with enormous potential benefits. Investment in local energy 

brings economic benefits and adds resiliency to our energy system. Reduced emissions 

can improve air quality and health outcomes. Building more liveable, walkable 

communities improves quality of life for our residents, and makes our area a more 

attractive location for businesses. By pursuing an ambitious target, we would be 

showing leadership, and helping businesses and people see Waterloo Region as a place 

that’s ready for the future. And at the same time, we would be doing our part locally to 

solve the global problem of climate change.  
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