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Local residents, organizations, and municipalities are 
moving forward with actions from A Climate Action 

Plan for Waterloo Region: Living Smarter in 2020.

IT’S TIME TO TAKE ACTION
Did you know that A Climate Action Plan for Waterloo Region: 
Living Smarter in 2020 includes straightforward ways to improve the 
sustainability of local homes, workplaces, transportation, waste, and 
agriculture & food? You can view the plan here. For ideas on how you 
can take action, check out our recent progress report. And stay tuned 
to hear more about our work toward a long-term emissions reduction 
target for Waterloo Region.

ElECTRIC VEHICLE
CHARGING NETWORK
Twenty-eight more charging stations for 
electric vehicles (EVs) have been installed 
in public places or workplaces in Waterloo 
Region in 2017, for a total of 70 stations at 
the end of the year. That doesn’t include all 
the private charging stations that people are 
adding to their homes. More charging stations 
means it’s easier to use an electric vehicle 
in Waterloo Region. Since transportation 
currently makes up 49% of our local 
greenhouse gas emissions, EVs can play a big 
role in reducing our local emissions. 

WASTE DIVERSION
This year, the City of Waterloo participated 
in a pilot project to divert dog waste from 
garbage receptacles at city parks, and to 
turn it into energy. With special dog waste 
receptacles at just three city parks, the 
program has diverted 2,356 kg of dog waste in 
156 days. That’s 15 kg of dog waste per day! 
So far, this pilot has prevented a quarter of a 
tonne of greenhouse gasses by keeping dog 
waste out of our landfill, and created enough 
energy to power 5.7 homes for a year. If you’re 
out and about with your dog and don’t have 
one of these special receptacles nearby, don’t 
forget to take your pet’s waste home in a 
certified compostable bag for the green bin.

COMMUTER SUPPORT NETWORK
FOR EMPLOYEES
Since the launch of gotravelwise.ca in July 
of 2014, the website has logged more than 
55,000 non-single occupancy vehicle trips, 
with a total distance of 500,000 km. That’s 
more than 12 trips around the world! Together 
these trips saved 72.7 tonnes of GHG 
emissions.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Between July and November, we heard from 
1,830 people across the Region about setting 
a long-term emissions reduction target for 
Waterloo Region. People in Waterloo Region 
are committed to fighting climate change. 
Those we spoke to said they support an 
ambitious greenhouse gas emissions reduction 
target for Waterloo Region to achieve by 2050. 
85% of the people we consulted said they 
want a reduction target of 50% or more, and a 
majority chose a target of 70% or more.
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